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How Can the Holy Spirit Help Me Understand
 And Live Out What The Bible Teaches?

1. Why is it important for us to learn about the Holy Spirit?
a. Jesus did all His ministry by the power of the Holy Spirit—Luke 3:22; 4:18; 

b. Jesus sent this same Holy Spirit to give us, His church, the power to continue His ministry—Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8; 2:4

2. Who is the Holy Spirit anyway?
a. He is a person, not an impersonal force.

· Jesus calls the Holy Spirit “He”, not it, and says He will guide us into all truth, and bring glory to Jesus (John 16:13-14).

· The Holy Spirit shows that He is a person by what He does in the Book of Acts.  He speaks (1:16, 10:19, 28:25); encourages (9:31); He sends (13:4); He guides (16:6-7); warns (20:23); appoints (20:28).

b.
He is fully God, like God the Father and Jesus.

· We are to baptize “in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19), emphasizing the unity of the three persons.  

· The Holy Spirit is directly referred to as God in Acts 5:3-4.

· He has divine attributes, being all-knowing (1Cor. 2:10-11) and all-powerful (Rom. 1:4; 8:11), and He performs divine functions:  judgment (John 16:8-11); filling us with God’s love (Rom. 5:5); giving life (Rom. 8:11); inspiring God’s word (2 Pet. 1:21).

3. How does the Holy Spirit help us with the Bible?
a. He is the primary author of the Bible.

· “Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.  For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 2 Peter 1:20-21.

· Paul claims that he speaks the word of God in the New Testament:  “when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.”  1Thessalonians 2:13.

b. He is the one who helps us understand and apply the Bible to our lives.

· Paul tells us the Holy Spirit reveals and teaches us what we would not otherwise know or understand (1 Cor. 2:14-16; 2 Cor. 4:6).

· John says that the Holy Spirit will teach us the truth we need to know (1 John 2:20, 27).
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4. What does the Holy Spirit want to do in our lives through the Bible?

a.
Give us life:  “These are written so that you may continue to believe that

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will 

have life in his name.”  John 20:31

b.
Teach us how to love God and others:  “The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be filled with love that comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine faith.”  1 Timothy 1:5

c.
Prepare us to do good works:  “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives.  It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.  God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17
5. Do we always receive life, learn to love, and experience transformation from the Bible?  If we don’t, why don’t we?

a. People didn’t in Jesus’ day.  “You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life.  But the Scriptures point to me!  Yet you refuse to come to me to receive this life.”  John 5:39-40

b. If we study for information or knowledge only, rather than building a relationship with God, we won’t find life.

c. If we look for formulas or lists of verses only to solve our pressing need of the moment instead of cultivating a life of knowing and following Jesus, we will miss the life God has for us.

d. “Both of these approaches leave us in charge of the Bible, rather than reading humbly with a constant attitude of repentance.”  (Richard Foster in his book, “Life with God”).
6. What can we do to put ourselves in a position to receive life, learn to love, experience transformation from the Bible?

a. Read the whole Bible as God’s book, where His loving heart is made clear.

b. Read the Bible in context—discover the original intent of the author and let that control your understanding of the passage.

c. Read the Bible in conversation with itself—understanding the whole helps you understand each part.

d. Read the Bible in conversation with the historic witness of the people of God.

e. Read the Bible with your heart—listen, reflect, pray, obey (Lectio Divina).

f. Read the Bible as God’s great story.

g. Read the Bible with the people of God—in community.  Join a Bible reading group today!










