River Heights Vineyard Church ~ 8/30/09
                                            Peter Benedict
Do Not Judge
I. Following Jesus means giving up condemnation
Matthew 7:1-5  "Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. For you will be treated as you treat others. The standard you use in judging is the standard by which you will be judged. 

"And why worry about a speck in your friend's eye when you have a log in your own? How can you think of saying to your friend, 'Let me help you get rid of that speck in your eye,' when you can't see past the log in your own eye? Hypocrite! First get rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend's eye.
A. Judging here means condemnation

B. We’re encouraged to use the standard we want applied to us after hearing the most challenging moral teaching ever given

II. Jesus doesn’t condemn 
John 8:3-11  As He was speaking, the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery. They put her in front of the crowd. 

"Teacher," they said to Jesus, "this woman was caught in the act of adultery. The law of Moses says to stone her. What do You say?" 

They were trying to trap Him into saying something they could use against Him, but Jesus stooped down and wrote in the dust with His finger. They kept demanding an answer, so He stood up again and said, "All right, but let the one who has never sinned throw the first stone!" 

Then He stooped down again and wrote in the dust. When the accusers heard this, they slipped away one by one, beginning with the oldest, until only Jesus was left in the middle of the crowd with the woman. 

Then Jesus stood up again and said to the woman, "Where are your accusers? Didn't even one of them condemn you?" 

"No, Lord," she said. And Jesus said, "Neither do I. Go and sin no more."
John 12:47 … I have come to save the world and not to judge it.

Do Not Judge
III. Condemnation comes from pride
A. Knowing better
B. Denial

C. Trying hard

IV. Humility brings freedom from condemnation

Matthew 5:5  God blesses those who are humble, for they will inherit the whole earth.
Isaiah 57:15  The high and lofty One who lives in eternity, the Holy One, says this: "I live in the high and holy place with those whose spirits are contrite and humble.” 

Matthew 11:29  Take My yoke upon you. Let Me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

Psalm 69:32  The humble will see their God at work and be glad. Let all who seek God's help be encouraged.

V. The path to humility is relationship with God

Matthew 7:7  "Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you.”

Matthew 7:12  "Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you.

Questions to Consider

1. Is it possible for Christians to live without condemning others? Is it desireable?
2. Do you find it easy to love people who do what you don’t believe is right?

3. What issues do you find yourself condemning others for?

4. What are the “logs in your own eye?”  How could finding freedom from them make you more able to help others?
5. What does a life of humility look like? How can you grow in humility?
6. Spend some time praying for one another, asking God’s help to live humbly and without condemnation.










