Leap of Faith 2011
Leader Giving Stories

We have been talking about the building addition we plan to add during our Leap of Faith journey this year. Our leaders gathered on March 26 and made their one year commitments for giving toward the addition. With amazing generosity this group committed to giving $186,840. You will have the opportunity to make a commitment on Sunday, April 17, at our Leap of Faith Celebration Sunday. Please be asking God what He would have you give. We hope the stories below encourage you as you pray.

Our Giving Story – Jon and Sue Marsden
Preaching on “God’s great love for our city” a couple weeks ago was a very heart-stirring experience for me (Jon).  It helped me feel again the compassion of God for people in our Twin Cities area. Before the church began in November 1990, and before we moved here from Prior Lake, I (Jon) used to come over to IGH and drive around at night and pray for this area. Often I would feel God say to me, “I love these people so much, and I want you to show them my love in every way you can.” I knew that meant teaching and preaching (which I dearly love to do), healing (which I want to see happen so much more), and meeting practical needs as we were able to, like giving food away. We have tried to do these things for the last 20 years—and we want to keep on doing them more and more!

We really enjoyed being part of each of the Personal Contact Meetings and we are so excited to be part of a church that deeply cares about other people, and is willing to give generously to show that love.  As we reflect on the past 20 years at RHV, we are so thankful for all that God has done in our lives; and for all the ways both our own children, and now grandchildren, have been loved and encouraged by this family. We have grown so much as followers of Jesus, and have had so many opportunities to discover and use the gifts God has given us to serve others. 

Our excitement is growing as we approach our Leaders’ Dinner on March 26 and Celebration Sunday on April 17th. We know without a doubt that God wants to use this new addition to bring healing and help to more people than we can now imagine—including us!  We have certainly seen how God has encouraged each of us, changed our lives, and helped us grow in our love for God and each other. This is what he wants to continue to multiply through us.

It is with a heart of gratitude that we have been praying about what our gift and commitment is to be toward Leap of Faith 2011. It has been a process of thinking, praying and listening to God and to each other.  We’ve practically looked over our budget several times, and have thought about upcoming expenses we will have like Sam’s wedding this August, Anna’s study abroad expenses in Chile, and her continuing college costs. This has been combined with the desire to be as generous as we can and also the feeling that God is challenging us to go beyond what we think we can manage.  

So, we’ve been praying and talking and praying and talking. One thing that challenged us from the start of this was a comment Happy Leman at the Champaign Vineyard said about the giving campaign that they went through several years ago. He felt God was challenging him to double his tithe for the three years of their campaign. That seemed to become something many in their church wanted to do. They called it “giving the double”!  So that became our starting point.  But as we’ve prayed and talked more, we feel God is telling us we can do more, and He has shown us some practical ways to do this. First of all, we have decided to give a large portion of our tax refund for this year and next year. This is a step of faith and kind of scary, because that has been our cushion each year and sometimes our vacation money.  But we are also excited to see how God will work through this and provide in other ways.  We’ve talked about ways to reduce some of our monthly expenses, so that we can give what we save to the building campaign. We’ve talked about giving all or part of any increase in income we might receive. Another way we think God is showing us to give is by paying down debt and giving the amount we’ve been applying to our debt to the building fund once the debt has been paid off. And we’ve made the choice to continue to share one car for this coming year. So we’re excited.  We’ll see what else God shows us!  We know we are going to see God really work on our behalf and that our faith will continue to grow.  

Please know that we love you and are praying for you as you are working through these steps in preparation for your gift and commitment on March 26.  As we each do our part, we will be amazed at what God does through all of us together.  What a privilege!     
Jon and Sue Marsden

Justin Law—March 2011

I am so thankful to the Lord for his faithfulness and love. He has never let me down, even in the most trying and confusing seasons of my life. It has been a long and strange journey from working full time at hospital to being able to work ¾ time here at River Heights as worship arts pastor. I am very grateful for the opportunity to work with and for such a wonderful church family.

It is with this same grateful heart that I came into Leap of Faith 2011, and what I’ve been hearing from the Lord has been quite different than I expected. Honestly, I started out the Leap of Faith feeling a bit disconnected. I had difficulty hearing a definite voice from God about who my “six” should be and exactly what dreams and desires of my heart I wanted to specifically present before the Lord. I did, however, think the idea for a Community Healing Center building addition was a great idea. That said, money has gotten tighter as I’ve switched from hospital to church employment, and I wished that I had more I could commit to things like this. 

During the Leap of Faith, I started to see what God was up to inside me, and why I was feeling somewhat disconnected. As background, I have always had a tendency to put a lot of pressure on myself. I have pressured myself to work the hardest, give the most sacrificially, be the humblest, and stay the quietest when I have felt wronged. In some ways, this has been a good thing God has placed in me, but sometimes it can get twisted. In the twisted places, I have felt a need to earn approval from God and from people.  When it comes down to it, I have felt that my definition of “good enough” was more important than God’s definition. It’s a type of religious living that binds me up instead of freeing me, and the result is that I often haven’t felt good enough. I believe God has wanted me to come face to face and begin to find deeper healing in this area of my life during this Leap of Faith. 

As I look at the past weeks, I believe that God removed some of my normal ability to perform on sheer willpower and human strength. I have been working very hard on my Masters thesis project, and that has taken a lot out of me. I have been traveling around and working on relationships in my life, and I just haven’t felt as mentally strong as normal. It’s been frustrating for me, but I now feel that God saw it fit to leave me in that place so I couldn’t “earn it” the way I often would be tempted to. The result was that I only fasted a bit, and I didn’t do the readings every day during the Leap of Faith. 

I was speaking to God about this as the weeks went, and I felt him repeatedly telling me things were okay and that he wanted me to know that he loved me even if I didn’t perform up to my usual standards. He told me he was still with me, even in my discomfort, that he wasn’t upset with me, that I still heard him clearly, and that he would tell me how much I was to commit to the CHC project. At this point, I heard him speak a number to me. I felt I was to take my one-year Bible and look up the day’s reading. The first reading was from the book of Numbers, and the first sentence had a number that was the beginning of the amount I had heard (minus a couple zeros). I had an instant sense of the Holy Spirit and I heard God say, “See? You hear me.” 

So, that will be the amount I am committing. I am not sure how I will make do with less, but what I am really counting on God to do is to provide for me as I respond to his voice. The joy I have comes from my hope and expectation that he will help me do what he has asked and that he will bless me. I pray that he will speak to you in a way that makes sense, and that he will provide for and bless us all as we give. 

With Love, 

Justin Law

Our Story – Bruce & Bonnie Gustafson
Fourteen years ago, God directed us to River Heights. As we reflect on this time, we are so thankful for the loving community in which we have been privileged to be part of, learn from, and serve Jesus together. Our church has taught us much on how to follow and serve Jesus in practical ways by reaching out with His love to our community and friends. 

Being part of the church property purchase and subsequent building campaign five years ago was a new experience for us. Neither of us had previously been involved in a building program. However, we were excited and clearly saw God’s hand of blessing and provision as we wholeheartedly supported the campaign with our sacrificial financial giving, prayers and use of our God-given skills. As a church body, God has blessed the sacrifice and obedience of many by allowing us to welcome more people with His love. As a couple, our faith and trust in God’s promises were strengthened as we saw Him provide for our needs and beyond (Matthew 6:25-34).

We are equally excited about the new adventure God is leading us into with the “Community Healing Center” addition. Being part of a community that is passionate about sharing Jesus to the whole person is something we can fully embrace and support. Completion of the new addition will allow us to fulfill this commandment to a greater dimension that ever before. As we attended the Personal Contact Meetings, we were thankful for a pastoral staff that was able to clearly communicate the heart of Jesus, provide leadership and vision. We love and fully support them. 

As retirees living off a fixed income, conventional wisdom would dictate that our financial giving should be curtailed to save for future unplanned expenses. However, based on God’s faithfulness over the years, we fully believe that He will continue to supply all our needs (Philippians 4:19) as we trust in Him. Therefore, we are praying, talking and asking God to speak to us concerning our pledge. We are looking for ways to curtail our monthly expenses including postponing a planned major vacation to our friends in Brazil. Other options include paying down debt in order to increase our giving as well as trusting God for additional revenue in Bruce’s photography business. 

We consider it a privilege and joy to be part of this ongoing journey with God. We’re praying for each of you that God will stir faith, expectancy and generosity in your hearts as He is doing in ours. To God be the glory, great things He has done!  
Bruce & Bonnie Gustafson
Leap of Faith Adventure Story –John & Wendy Carlson

We have been blessed by Lord in so many ways in our lives.  Christ came into our lives in the early 70’s and it’s been an adventure ever since.  Even though seemingly many years have passed we’re still learning to grow in love for the Lord.  The life of faith in Christ has not always been easy but He makes the tough times an experience of His goodness.  There’s an old gospel song that says, “I don’t know what the future holds but I know Who holds the future.”
We began attending River Heights in February, 2010 and have been so enriched by our experience here.  The people of River Heights really are “brothers and sisters” in Christ.  Our small group has been a place where we can dig deeper in relationship to the people of our community of faith.  When we first came to River Heights we were looking for a fulfilling church live where we could be nurtured and find a place of ministry.  We immediately recognized that River Heights was the place for us as we attended the various classes about RHVC and the ministries that happen here.  We look forward to growing together with the people of RHVC.
It is wonderful to be at River Heights at such a time of growth and excitement!  When we lived in Madison, Wisconsin, we took international students grocery shopping and helped operate a furniture loan used mostly by international married graduate students.  We see the same kind of compassion and practical help on the hearts of the people of RHVC as we experienced in Madison.  The anticipated food shelf and other ministries our building expansion will facilitate and create a greater opportunity to do things for people and the Lord than we can now imagination!
At this time in our lives we have experienced some financial challenges: the recent water damage to our house; helping our son get set up on his own after college at a time when the job market is very tough; and some vehicle expenses that seem to occur at inconvenient times, just to mention a few things.  But we know God if faithful and loves cheerful giving.  In the past year we heard Jon tell us all that one way we can be especially helpful for the financial life of River Heights, including the building fund, is to add a little bit to our tithes over the strict usual ten percent.  We started doing that by rounding up to the next higher $50 increment.  God has continued to bless us!  Even when things seem tight, God comes through with the help we need!
Above and beyond the extra amount we are giving in our tithes, we have decided to make a monthly commitment of regular additional giving.  We know the promise is sure, “God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19) and He will help us find specific ways of saving money in order to give to our new Healing Center.
We know that if everyone in RHVC determines in their heart and mind to give financially to the development of the Community Healing Center we will be able to do this!  Please join us in giving by considering what it is that the Lord would have you give.  If we as a community of believers take a step of faith and give sacrificially for the sake of touching the larger community around us the Lord will respond by showing us what He can do!

