River Heights Vineyard Church ~9.13.09                                                                                                   Jon Marsden
What is Jesus Really Saying to us in the Sermon on the Mount?

1. What was so shocking to the crowds about Jesus’ teaching in the SMT?

· “When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.”  Matthew 7:28-29.

· What was so different about Jesus’ message?

2. What did Jesus contrast in his summary of the SMT in Matthew 7:13-27?

· Two Roads:  one leading to life and one leading to death—7:13-14

· Two Trees:  one bearing good fruit and one bad fruit—7:15-23

· Two House Builders:  one wise and one foolish—7:24-27

3. Could it be that Jesus is contrasting two basic approaches to spirituality, to relating to God?

· Remember:  “Unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”?  Matthew 5:20

· Remember:  “You have heard that it was said… but I say to you…”? Matthew 5:21-48

· Remember:  “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ in front of others to be seen by them.  If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 6:1

· We are to give to the poor, pray, and fast, but not to “show off” how spiritual we are.

4. Could it be that Jesus is contrasting “being religious”, doing certain spiritual activities, with “being in relationship with him as one of his students”, learning how to live as he does?

· Is this religious activity the “bad fruit” that the “bad trees” produce?

· Is this what the “false prophets” teach and do that leads people astray?

5. What is wrong with calling Jesus, “Lord, Lord”, and teaching and doing ministry in his name?

· Could it be that the focus is completely off-center—on what we have done for God, not on what God has done for us through Jesus?

· When you stand before Jesus on judgment day, what will you say, what will you focus on:  the good works you have done or his perfect work?

· Why does God accept you and I into his family?

· What will Jesus say to those who focus on their own moral efforts to save themselves, to earn acceptance with God?
6. How do we become “good trees” that bear only “good fruit”?

· Lose your religion to find Jesus.  Give up all your “self-salvation” projects.  Believe the gospel deeper and deeper the longer you live.  Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

· Meditate on the handout, “Religion and the Gospel” by Tim Keller.
· Come to Jesus.  “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  Matthew 11:28

· Love and worship Jesus, who is the only Savior and Lord.  He is the one who will judge, and he did come not to condemn us, but to save us (John 3:17).   He is our teacher, the one we learn how to live all of life from, the one that we obey, because we have placed our confidence in him.

7. How do we learn from Jesus today, now that he has risen from the dead and ascended to heaven?

· Jesus has sent the Holy Spirit to be our strengthener, our teacher and guide, the one who gives us the power to live out what we are learning.  John 14-16, the book of Acts, Romans 8 are some of the places in the Bible that emphasize the role the Holy Spirit plays in our lives as Jesus’ followers.
· Our role is to grow in experiencing the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives, and to learn how to listen and follow his leading (Romans 8:14-15).









