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Jesus on Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage

1. What is the Sermon on the Mount all about?

· Jesus is describing the kind of life we can live if we choose to follow him because he has brought the kingdom of heaven to earth.  Matthew 4:17, 23.

· He came to build a counter-cultural community that would demonstrate this kingdom of heaven in their actual lives regarding things like:  anger, lust, divorce, honesty, revenge, loving our enemies.
2. What does Jesus say about divorce and remarriage?

· “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’  But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery.”  Matthew 5:31-32

· In Matthew 19:3-9, Jesus interacts with the religious teachers of his day who had varying opinions about divorce and remarriage.

· Rabbi Hillel:  divorce for “any matter” was acceptable.

· Rabbi Shammai:  the only divorce that was acceptable was one for “a matter of indecency (adultery).
3. How did Jesus respond to their debate when he was asked?

· Jesus affirmed that marriage was to be a lifelong relationship between one man and one woman in which each spouse kept their vows to “love, honor, cherish, and be faithful” to one another until death separated them.

· He did not command divorce if the marriage vows had been broken by sexual immorality, but he allowed it.
4. How did Paul apply Jesus’ teaching to the Greco-Roman culture he lived in?

· Paul followed Jesus and taught that believers were not to separate by divorcing each other.  If they did, they were to remain unmarried so that they could forgive and be reconciled to each other. 1 Corinthians 7:10-11.

· For couples where one partner was not a believer, if the unbeliever wanted to continue to live together in marriage, the believer was not to initiate a divorce.

· But if the unbelieving partner did not want to continue the marriage and left, the believing partner was to let him or her go.  The believer was not bound and could remarry, but only “in the Lord”.  1 Corinthians 7:12-15
5. What did both Jesus and Paul emphasize to all of us who want to follow Jesus?

· Marriage is a gift of God intended to be a blessing to us and to be the clearest picture of the relationship of Jesus Christ and his church.  Ephesians 5:22-33

· Marriage is intended to be a lifelong, loving and growing relationship between one man and one woman where each keeps their vows to love, honor, cherish, and be faithful to one another as long as they both shall live.  Exodus 21:10-11 and Ephesians 5:29 are the foundation for these marriage vows.

· Followers of Jesus (believers) are encouraged to forgive a partner who has sinned by breaking their marriage vows through sexual unfaithfulness or lack of emotional or physical support

· Believers are allowed to divorce a partner who has broken their marriage vows if they stubbornly refuse to repent and change their behavior.  Believers are then free to remarry another believer.
6. How can we as a believing community live this out together?

· All:  honor marriage as God’s gift to be enjoyed and respected.  Hebrews 13:4

· Those who are currently married:  keep your marriage vows, work hard at dealing with your own issues, seek to become more and more like Jesus by putting his teaching into practice by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Live a life of giving and receiving forgiveness.

· Those who have been married and are now divorced:  forgive your previous spouse for all their sins against you; ask their forgiveness and make amends for your sins as best as you can; work on your own issues; seek to understand your part in the breakdown of the marriage; grow in your areas of need; experience God’s forgiveness fully.

· Some helpful resources to take advantage of:  Marriage Course; small group; Alpha; Gospel of Wholeness; Celebrate Recovery; soaking prayer.

· Know that Jesus has not come to condemn any of us, but to save us!  We have a great Savior and great hope in Christ!  










